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Sherry M. Cleary, Co-Chair  

New York Early Childhood Professional Development Institute, Executive Director 

http://www.earlychildhoodnyc.org/   

Sherry M. Cleary is the Executive Director of the New York City Early Childhood 

Professional Development Institute, housed at the City University of New York. Ms. 

Cleary has worked in the field of early childhood education as a classroom teacher, a 

program administrator, and as both a faculty member and higher education 

administrator for more than 35 years. She is the founder of the University of Pittsburgh Institute for 

Excellence in Early Childhood Education. Currently, she serves as President of the New York State 

Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators (NYSAECTE) and on the Board of the National 

Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators.  

 

 

Patricia E. Persell, Co-Chair  

New York State Head Start Collaboration Office, Collaboration Director 

http://www.ccf.ny.gov/HS/index.cfm   

Patricia E. Persell is New York State Head Start Collaboration Director, working to 

ensure that Head Start is included in state programs and policies. She began her 

career as a nursery school teacher, worked as Education Coordinator for Albany 

County Head Start and then served as Director of the Bank Street Head Start in New York City. A 

longtime La Leche League Leader volunteer, she also serves on the Obesity Prevention in Child Care 

Partnership, a state level steering committee.  

 

 

Melissa Alexander  

NYS Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance, Employment and Income Support 

Programs  

Melissa Alexander works in Employment and Income Support Programs (EISP) at the 

New York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA). Melissa’s focus 

at EISP is on employment-driven programs that support OTDA’s mission to enhance the economic 

security of low-income individuals and families. She earned a Bachelor’s degree in Social Welfare from 

the College of Saint Rose, and a Master’s degree in Public Administration from the Rockefeller College of 

Public Affairs and Policy, where she focused her studies on human resources management and social 

welfare policy.  

http://www.earlychildhoodnyc.org/
http://www.earlychildhoodnyc.org/
http://www.ccf.ny.gov/HS/index.cfm
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Fred Arcuri  

Community Development Specialist, Corning Incorporated 

Fred Arcuri has spent the last 15 years in economic and community development, 

the first three in public service, while at the CIty of Utica, New York, then at a 

regional economic development agency headquartered in Rome, New York, and 

now is employed by Corning Community Engagement. Since coming to Corning 

Incorporated, Fred has focused primarily on child care, workforce development, and 

community education.  Fred is registered to practice law in the State of New York, and is a graduate of 

Villanova Law School, and before that, the University of Vermont. 

 

Melodie Baker,  

Just Equations, National Policy Director 

Rockefeller Institute of Government, Early Childhood Fellow 
Raising New York, Co-Chair  
 

 
Melodie Baker is the National Policy Director at Just Equations where she works to advance the role of 
math education in promoting equity through national partnerships and policy initiatives. Melodie is also 
the early childhood fellow for Rockefeller Institute of Government’s partnership with New York States’ 
First 1000 Days on Medicaid Initiative. A nationally recognized education leader and advocate, Baker has 
devoted her career to expanding opportunities for children and families. She has chaired various 
national, and state-wide initiatives, including the Coalition for Community Schools and Raising New York, 
and was recently tapped to serve on New York’s Reimagining Education Advisory Council to devise 
strategies for re-opening schools amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Prior to joining Just Equations in 2020, 
she was Director of Education for the United Way in Buffalo, New York.  Melodie earned her Bachelor’s 
in Public Relations from Buffalo State College, a Master’s in Executive Leadership and Change from 
Daemen College and is finishing a PhD in Educational Psychology and Quantitative Methods at SUNY 
Buffalo.   
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Laurie Black  

Early Childhood Alliance, Onondaga 
 
Laurie Black is the Director of the Early Childhood Alliance (ECA), a cross-sector 
collaborative working to improve school readiness throughout Onondaga County, 
NY. Laurie worked with local leadership to create the Early Childhood Alliance in 

2015 and became the organization’s first Director in 2016.  Prior to the ECA, Laurie worked for fourteen 
years for SYRACUSE 20/20, a unique civic Board working to improve the quality of life in Syracuse and 
throughout the region.  She has worked for the New York State Assembly and the Maryland General 
Assembly.  Laurie did her undergraduate work at Bucknell University and received her Master’s in Public 
Administration from the Maxwell School at Syracuse University.   
 

 Evelyn Blanck  

New York Center for Child Development, Associate Executive Director 

http://www.nyccd.org   

Evelyn Blanck is the Associate Executive Director of the New York Center for Child 

Development and Program Director for the Early Childhood Mental Health 

Consultation and Treatment Program. She is Co-President of the New York Zero to 

Three Network and Chair of the New York City Early Childhood Mental Health Strategic Work Group, an 

advisory committee to the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. Evelyn has focused 

much of her work on the integration of mental health in education, primary care and all child serving 

systems. She has a New York City mayoral appointment to the Community Services Board 

Subcommittee on Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities.  

 

 

Kate Breslin  

Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy, President & CEO 

http://www.scaany.org   

Kate Breslin is the President & CEO of the Schuyler Center for Analysis and 

Advocacy, a statewide nonprofit organization working to shape policies to improve health and human 

services in New York State. Kate has spent her career working for policy solutions that improve the lives 

of low-income and vulnerable people. She serves on the Capital Region Advisory Committee for the 

Health Insurance Exchange; Medicaid Evidence-Based Benefit Review Workgroup; and Behavioral Health 

Services Workgroup. She helps lead several statewide coalitions, including Winning Beginning NY; 

Medicaid Matters New York; Health Care for All New York; and the New York State Coalition for Adult 

Home Reform.  

http://www.nyccd.org/
http://www.nyccd.org/
http://www.scaany.org/
http://www.scaany.org/
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Bonnie Catlin, LCSW 

New York State Office of Mental Health 

Office of Prevention and Health Initiatives 

Director for Strategic Clinical Solutions 
 
Since her arrival at OMH, Bonnie has pioneered prevention efforts, first as the 

Director for Strategic Clinical Solutions within the Division for Integrated Community Services for 
Children & Families, and now in the newly created Office for Prevention and Health Initiatives (OPHI).  
Her leadership on child and family prevention, infant and early childhood mental health, integration 
with primary care, cross system collaboration, and school-community partnership has helped move the 
dial on the social emotional wellness of children and families and helped lay the groundwork for OPHI. 
She has a knowledge base and wealth of experience in children’s mental health, early childhood 
services, and Systems of Care.  Prior to her tenure at OMH, she worked for nearly 20 years in county 
government. Having served as an Intensive Case Manager, Children's Single Point of Access (SPOA) 
Coordinator, and the Clinical Director, she has a deep understanding of the children’s service delivery 
system and insights into how to continue to improve it.   
 

 

Kelvin Chan PhD, MTS, MPH 

Early Childhood, Robin Hood Foundation, Managing Director 

www.robinhood.org 

Kelvin Chan, Ph.D., is the Managing Director of Early Childhood at Robin Hood. 

He leads the Foundation’s ambitious efforts to optimize birth outcomes, 

maternal health and early childhood development. Dr. Chan’s portfolio includes the Fund for Early 

Learning, one of the nation’s largest philanthropic funds focused on optimizing brain development in 

infants and toddlers. Before joining Robin Hood, Dr. Chan was the director of early childhood 

development at the New York City Health Department. Dr. Chan’s undergraduate, master’s and doctoral 

training in public health are from Brown, Columbia and Cambridge Universities, respectively. He also 

holds a master’s degree in comparative world religions from Harvard University. Dr. Chan is also a 

member of the Board of Directors of Child Care Aware of America (www.childcareaware.org). 

 

 

http://www.robinhood.org/
http://www.childcareaware.org/
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Meredith Chimento  

Early Care and Learning Council, Executive Director 

http://www.earlycareandlearning.org   

Meredith Chimento is the Executive Director of the Early Care and Learning Council 

(ECLC). Meredith began her career as a Community Education Peace Corps Volunteer 

in the Dominican Republic, followed by many years at the Capital District YMCA. Prior 

to ECLC Meredith worked for the United Way of the Greater Capital Region focusing on ways to change 

community conditions specific to basic needs, education, income and health.  

 

Philip Cleary  

North Syracuse Central School District, Special Education Teacher 

http://nscsd.org/webpages/pcleary/   

Phil Cleary represents New York State United Teachers (NYSUT).  Phil is a career 

classroom teacher working at the North Syracuse Early Education Program (4410) in 

North Syracuse.  Phil also serves as NYSUT's political action coordinator for education and social justice 

in Central New York. 

 

Pedro Cordero  

Goddard Riverside Community Center, Director of Child Development Services 

http://www.goddard.org   

Pedro Cordero is currently the Systems Specialist for the Region II Office of Head Start-

-Training and Technical Assistance Network.  His career in early education spans 40 

years in multiple positions:  Classroom Teacher, Child Development Services Program 

Director, Operations and Policy work with the Mayor's Office for Children and Families and the NYC 

Administration for Children Services.  In addition, he has served as a Federal Monitor of Head Start 

grantees and Adjunct Instructor at the City University of New York, Dept of Early Education. With the 

ECAC, he is the Co-Chair of the Strong Families subcommittee.  

 

 

http://www.earlycareandlearning.org/
http://www.earlycareandlearning.org/
http://nscsd.org/webpages/pcleary/
http://nscsd.org/webpages/pcleary/
http://www.goddard.org/
http://www.goddard.org/
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Andre Eaton  

The Parent-Child Home Program, New York State Regional Coordinator 

http://www.parent-child.org   

Andre Eaton is the Regional Coordinator for The Parent-Child Home Program, a home-

based literacy and parenting program for at-risk families. Before joining The Parent-

Child Home Program, he worked for Covenant House New York, as Southeastern 

Regional Director for Jumpstart for Young Children, Inc. and served as Executive Director of Covenant 

House Georgia. He is currently a candidate for a Masters of Divinity at The Interdenominational 

Theological Center and works as a student supervisor to those studying social work.  

 

 

Maggie Evans, C.P.A.  

Agri-Business Child Development (ABCD), Executive Director 

http://www.abcdny.org/   

Maggie Evans joined Agri-Business Child Development (ABCD) in 1995 as Director of 

Finance and became Executive Director in 1999. ABCD serves over 1,500 children 

annually, with 12 Migrant and Seasonal Head Start centers throughout New York State, 

a traditional Head Start Program in Seneca County and an Early Head Start Program in 

Orange County. Maggie began her career in the corporate world, working at both KeyBank and Earst & 

Young. She is a member of the CEO/Community Partner Affiliate of the National Migrant and Seasonal 

Head Start Association’s Board of Directors and the New York State Community Services Block Grant 

Advisory Council.  

 

 

Melanie Faby  

NYS Education Department, Title 1 and Homeless Education  

  

 

 

 

http://www.parent-child.org/
http://www.parent-child.org/
http://www.parent-child.org/
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Robert G. Frawley  

Early Childhood Policy Consultant  

Bob Frawley's work has been directed at building effective systems of supports and 

services for children and families. This includes working on a variety of research and 

policy initiatives, including projects addressing such issues as runaway and homeless 

youth, child abuse and neglect, juvenile justice, prevention programs, and services for 

children with disabilities. For the last 23 years, he has focused his efforts primarily on issues related to 

young children and their families. Bob has led many statewide early childhood initiatives. On the ECAC, 

he Co-chairs the Coordinated and Responsive Systems Focus Area, which is comprised of six work teams. 

He also co-chairs the Data Development Work Team. Outside of the ECAC, he supports the Adirondack 

Birth to Three Alliance, which is a project of the Adirondack Foundation.  

 

 

Jeanne S. Gallbraith  

State University of New York College at Geneseo, Visiting Assistant Professor of 

Inclusive Early Childhood Education  

Jeanne S. Galbraith begins a new position as a Visiting Assistant Professor of Inclusive 

Early Childhood Education in the fall at the State University of New York College at 

Geneseo (SUNY Geneseo). Prior to this position she was an Assistant Professor and Early Childhood 

Coordinator at the State University of New York College at Cortland (SUNY Cortland). Dr. Galbraith has 

worked in the field of early childhood and early childhood special education as a classroom teacher and 

as a faculty member for over 20 years. Currently, she serves as the President of the New York State 

Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators (NYSAECTE).  
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Alexis Harrington 

NYS Office for People with Developmental Disabilities, Regional Offices, 

Deputy Director of Program Implementation 

www.opwdd.ny.gov   

Alexis Harrington supports several program areas at OPWDD including self-
direction, employment and day services, housing, family and support services, 

and crisis services. Ms. Harrington has worked in the field of healthcare policy, as a Master of Social 
Work, focused on Medicaid reform and transformations for more than 8 years and has supported 
initiatives such as Children’s Health Homes and the children’s behavioral health transition to Medicaid 
Managed Care. She has supported policy development and implementation by collaborating with many 
state agencies over the years such as Office of Children and Family Services, NYS Education Department, 
NYS Office of Mental Health, NYS Department of Health, and Office of Addiction Services and Supports. 
She also serves on the Commissioner’s Advisory Panel representing NYS Office for People With 
Developmental Disabilities. 

 

Timothy Hathaway  

Prevent Child Abuse New York, Executive Director 

http://www.preventchildabuseny.org   

Tim Hathaway has served as the Executive Director of Prevent Child Abuse New 

York since 2014 and in this position he has focused on promoting proven child 

abuse prevention strategies such as home visiting, community based sex abuse 

prevention, advocacy and public awareness. Tim is passionate about eliminating racial disparities, 

promoting best practice standards to prevent child abuse, excellence in non-profit administration and 

advancing place based, partner-driven solutions. He also believes in the value of professional 

development and has been a trainer and consultant to early childhood professionals for 25 years. Prior 

to his work with Prevent Child Abuse New York, Tim was the Executive Director of Prevent Child Abuse 

in North Dakota and for almost 20 years before that he worked with Head Start programs in a variety of 

capacities. Very early in his career, he managed and directed early care and learning programs for the 

YMCA and faith-based communities. In sum, Tim brings nearly 30 years and a great range of experience 

working with children and families. 

 

 

 

http://www.opwdd.ny.gov/
http://www.preventchildabuseny.org/
http://www.preventchildabuseny.org/
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Liz Isakson, Ph.D.  

Docs for Tots, Executive Director  

Dr. Isakson is the Executive Director of Docs for Tots, a non-profit organization that 

promotes practices, policies, and investments that will enable young children to thrive. 

Docs for Tots creates linkages between doctors, policymakers, early childhood 

practitioners, and other stakeholders to ensure that children grow up healthy. Dr. Isakson is a 

pediatrician and public health practitioner with over 20 years of experience. She has multiple 

publications published across the systems of early care and education, health, and family economic 

security. She teaches advocacy to graduate level students at Mt. Sinai School of Public Health. Dr. 

Isakson trained in general pediatrics at the Children's Hospital of New York where she was Chief 

Resident. She received her medical degree from the University of Connecticut Medical School.  

 

Mark K. Jasinski  

Broome County, Preschool Special Education Program Coordinator  

Mark brings over 20 years of experience as an educator and school district 

administrator. As a certified special education teacher and father of two children with 

special needs he has a keen understanding of the importance of quality early 

childhood programming. He serves as a liaison to the New York State Prekindergarten through Grade 3 

Administrator’s Association where he served as a Past President. In 2007, he served on the Temporary 

Task Force on Preschool Special Education and continues to advocate for the inclusion of all students in 

quality early childhood educational settings.  

 
Amy Jimerson 

Seneca Nation of Indians 

Amy Jimerson resides on the Allegany Territory located in Salamanca New York 
with her husband of 35 years. She has a son and daughter who has blessed her 
with 4 beautiful Grandchildren.  She is an enrolled member of the Seneca Nation 
of the Turtle Clan. She currently works for the nation as the Director of Seneca 
Arts and Learning Center.  As a classroom teacher she has more than 30 years of 

experience, and 10 years of administrative work in the Early Childhood field.  
  

 



    The Membership  

Kristen Kerr  

New York State Association for the Education of Young Children, Executive Director 

http://www.nysaeyc.org   

Kristen is the Executive Director of the New York State Association for the 

Education of Young Children, (NYSAEYC), a membership association for early 

childhood professionals. She first joined NYSAEYC as Public Policy Coordinator and as a longtime 

member of the association, brings more than 20 years of experience as an early care and education 

professional. She represented NYSAEYC as co-convener of the Winning Beginning NY coalition.  

 

 

Abbe Kovacik  

Capital District Child Care Coordinating Council, Inc., Executive Director  

Abbe Kovacik is the Executive Director of the Capital District Child Care 

Coordinating Council, Inc. located in Albany, NY. The Capital District Child Care 

Council is a non-profit agency focused on improving the quality of early childhood 

education and after-school programming across the community. Abbe served as faculty at Schenectady 

County Community College, Fulton Montgomery Community College, and at the College of Saint Rose 

where she taught courses in early childhood education. Abbe holds a B.S. in Psychology from Messiah 

College in Grantham, Pennsylvania, and a Master of Education in Educational Psychology from the 

College of Saint Rose. She is the co-author of Observing and Understanding Child Development: A Child 

Development Manual published by Delmar Cengage Learning.  

 

 

 Dr. Ralph Marino, Jr.  

Hewlett-Woodmere Public Schools, School Superintendent  

Dr. Ralph Marino is the Superintendent of Hewlett-Woodmere Public Schools, a 

District comprised of approximately 3,100 students. Dr. Marino's background in 

education spans nearly 24 years. He has served as Superintendent of both 

Horseheads and Hunter-Tannersville School Districts. In addition, Dr. Marino served as the Middle and 

High School Principal at Hunter-Tannsersville, as well as the Middle School Assistant Principal at the 

Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk School District. He also has classroom teaching experience. Currently, Dr. 

Marino serves on the Governing Board of the American Association of School Administrators. He also is 

an active member of the National Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development and the New 

York State Association of School Business Officials.  

  

http://www.nysaeyc.org/
http://www.nysaeyc.org/
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Lisa Mars  

CA Technologies 

CA Technologies has offered childcare to employees since 1992. These programs are 

fully-accredited Montessori Children's Centers located in Islandia as well as several 

other sites in the United States, the United Kingdom Australia and Hyderabad, India. 

Young school children around the world accompany their mothers and fathers to CA Technologies 

offices and it is the only corporation to have onsite Montessori programs that simultaneously are 

recognized by the Association Montessori International and accredited by the National Association for 

the Education of Young Children.  

 

 

Larry Marx 

CA Technologies  

Larry Marx is CEO of The Children's Agenda, an advocacy organization for effective 

policies and evidence-based solutions for the health, education and success of 

children, especially those who are vulnerable because of poverty, racism, health 

inequities and trauma.  Larry has been an organizer and leader of political campaigns and social change 

organizations for the past 40 years.  He serves on the Rochester-Monroe Anti-Poverty Initiative, ROC the 

Future, and is past co-chair of the Board of Directors of the national Partnership for America’s Children, 

a network of 52 state and local children’s advocacy organizations in 44 states.   

 

Janice M. Molnar, Ph.D.  

New York State Office of Children and Family Services, Deputy Commissioner, 

Division of Child Care Services http://ocfs.ny.gov/main/childcare/   

Janice M. Molnar, Ph.D. is Deputy Commissioner of the Division of Child Care Services 

in the New York State Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS), providing 

oversight and monitoring of more than 21,000 regulated child care providers and another 47,000 

legally-exempt providers in New York State. Trained as a developmental psychologist, her 30-year career 

includes work in the public and non-profit sectors, concentrating on program and policy issues affecting 

children, youth, and families.  

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__thechildrensagenda.org_&d=DwMGaQ&c=mRWFL96tuqj9V0Jjj4h40ddo0XsmttALwKjAEOCyUjY&r=003hGEA_NWvK6fGKtgc66vlArdI7Bmdl9Oi9bSP2t7A&m=FP0p4FlLMp3NUuzdpet6CMMKyt_UCZ2-cKnAjNmELsw&s=u6BLytxwIz2bvzQsFHl8RZebka9jZXoIx977DC0637o&e=
http://ocfs.ny.gov/main/childcare/
http://ocfs.ny.gov/main/childcare/
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 Jenn O'Connor  

Prevent Child Abuse New York, Director of Policy and Advocacy 

http://http://www.preventchildabuseny.org/   

Jenn O’Connor is the Director of Policy and Advocacy for Prevent Child Abuse 

New York, where she focuses on impacting the root causes of abuse through 

policy change, thereby strengthening families and the systems that serve them. She also co-chairs 

Winning Beginning NY and sits on several nonprofit boards. Over the last two decades, Jenn has 

acquired expertise in maternal and child health, mental health, and early learning. From championing 

the expansion of health insurance coverage at the National Conference of Insurance Legislators; to 

creating the mental health program at the National Governors Association; to advocating for a 

comprehensive home visiting system at the Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy; to leveraging the 

voices of law enforcement, business, and retired military leaders as NYS Director of Council for a Strong 

America; she has demonstrated her effectiveness in affecting policy change. Jenn has served as staff for 

both the Senate Majority (Republican) and the Assembly Majority (Democrat). She has a degree in 

Creative Writing Arts and a minor in Sociology, as well as a certificate in non-profit management and 

leadership from Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy. Last but certainly not least Jenn is the 

former (but still active!) foster parent of a teenage girl and pet parent to Zelda.  

 

Jackie Orr 

NYS Community Action Association   

https://www.nyscommunityaction.org/  

Jackie is currently the New York State Community Action Association (NYSCAA) CEO 

and has been since 2018.  NYSCAA is the membership association, providing training 

and technical assistance to the 47 Community Action Agencies across the state.  Jackie worked at 

NYSCAA as the Director of Operations at NYSCAA from 2010-2016.  She left NYSCAA to work for the 

National Association for State Community Services Programs (NASCSP) as the CSBG State Assistance 

Director. During her time with NASCSP, Jackie worked to assist state offices with their management of 

Community Service Block Grant (CSBG) responsibilities, helped to organize the new CSBG Annual Report 

and created tools and resources for state office administrators. Jackie is a Certified Results Oriented 

Management and Accountability (ROMA) Master Trainer and has several years of experience in 

facilitation and training. She has also worked in community-based organizations in the areas of mental 

health and literacy. 

 

 

 

http://http/www.preventchildabuseny.org/
http://http/www.preventchildabuseny.org/
https://www.nyscommunityaction.org/
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Tina Rose-Turriglio   

New York State Education Department, Project Coordinator for the Federal 

Preschool Development Expansion Grant 

http://http://www.p12.nysed.gov/earlylearning/   

Tina Rose-Turriglio is a Project Coordinator for the federal Preschool Development 

Expansion Grant at the New York State Education Department. Prior to working at NYSED , she worked 

as a trainer for the Capital District Child Care Council. Additionally, she has worked at Head Start as an 

Education Coordinator and Director and has taught courses in teacher education at the College of St. 

Rose,  Schenectady County Community College and the Community College of Vermont in Bennington. 

She has an ED in Early Childhood Education from Northcentral University in Arizona.  

 

 

Rebecca Sanin  

Health and Welfare Council of Long Island 

Rebecca Sanin is the President/CEO of the Health and Welfare Council of Long Island 
(HWCLI), an umbrella organization for the nonprofit sector in the region that advances 
social justice and equitable human service delivery systems.  Prior to this position, she 
served for five years as an Assistant Deputy County Executive for Suffolk County 

Executive Steven Bellone and has extensive experience in the nonprofit and government sector working 
on critical issues that impact community development.  In addition, she has taught various Psychology 
courses as an adjunct professor at Dowling College, Suffolk Community College, and Iona College, 
teaching undergraduate students. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://http/www.p12.nysed.gov/earlylearning/
http://http/www.p12.nysed.gov/earlylearning/
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Beth Starks  

Teacher Education program at Jamestown Community College, Assistant Professor and 

the Early Childhood Education Coordinator  

Founder and Executive Director of Chautauqua Lake Child Care Center  

Beth Starks is an Assistant Professor and the Early Childhood Education Coordinator on 

the faculty in the Teacher Education program at Jamestown Community College, Founder and Executive 

Director of Chautauqua Lake Child Care Center, and a Level 3 NYS Early Learning Credentialed Trainer. 

She recently received Child Care Exchange magazine's Exceptional Emerging Leader award. Beth has her 

Bachelor's Degree in Elementary Education with an Early Childhood Annotation and her Master's Degree 

in Curriculum and Instruction. Beth has many years of experience with young children and their families 

in the public school, in-home child care and center-based child care. She also has over 10 years of 

experience facilitating professional development for providers, teachers and pre-service educators. Beth 

also spends time consulting and serves on many local boards, coalitions and committees, including the 

NYAEYC board, the Winning Beginning steering committee, and the Governor’s Early Childhood Advisory 

Council. Beth lives in Mayville, NY with her husband and 3 children (Ethan - 14, Aiden - 10, & Ella - 5).  

  

 

Lauri Strano  

Children's Institute, Director of Programs  

As the Director of Programs and Services at Children’s Institute, Lauri Strano manages 

large-scale community-wide collaborations and assessment systems serving young 

children and youth. Her experience includes working with providers, parents, and 

policymakers in the context of local, state, and federally funded grants and initiatives. She holds BS 

degrees from University of Rochester in Psychology and Political Science, and an MS in Elementary 

Education and NYS certification with specialization in early childhood from Nazareth College. Lauri also 

has fifteen years of experience in early childhood development programs as an administrator, teacher, 

and caregiver.  
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Vanessa Threatte  

State University of New York Charter Schools Institute, Executive Deputy Director for 

Best Practices and Partnerships  

Vanessa Threatte serves as Executive Deputy Director for Best Practices and 

Partnerships at the State University of New York Charter Schools Institute. Ms. Threatte is responsible 

for highlighting effective models of practice through the documentation and dissemination of existing 

and/or new evidencebased practices, research, and innovations from the SUNY portfolio of charter 

schools. Additionally, she is responsible for identifying and maintaining strategic partnerships that 

support the exchange of good practice and further the effectiveness of the Institute. Ms. Threatte 

previously served as the Executive Director of the NYS Cradle to Career (C2C) Alliance, a SUNY effort 

focused on strengthening New York’s education pipeline by improving outcomes for students from 

birth, through college, and to career. She brings to the Institute her leadership and education 

experience helping to found a charter school, and her work as a classroom teacher, administrator, and 

principal, where she worked to ensure the quality of educational experiences for high-risk, high-need, 

urban populations. Additionally, Ms. Threatte brings her understanding of social, emotional, and mental 

health needs from her clinical training as an art therapist and her work with children and adults with a 

variety of special needs. She received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Dartmouth College, a Master of 

Arts in Art Therapy from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, and dual Master of Science degrees 

in both Special Education and Literacy from the University at Albany.  

 

 

Patricia Uttaro  

Rochester Public Library and Monroe County Library System, Director 

http://www.libraryweb.org   

Patricia Uttaro is the Director of the Rochester Public Library and Monroe County 

Library System. Ms. Uttaro's current work is focused on early learning and literacy. In 

addition to teaching reading, she works with young families on parenting skills. Ms. Uttaro, a passionate 

reader herself, believes that the ability to read is the most important skill needed to live a productive, 

successful life.  

 

http://www.libraryweb.org/
http://www.libraryweb.org/
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Carolyn L. Wiggins 

NYS Head Start Association, Fort George Community Services, Executive Director/CEO 

http://www.fortgeorgecenter.org 

Carolyn brings over 30 years of experience as an early childhood and higher education 

administrator to the Head Start Community. She is skilled in nonprofit organizations, 

event planning, program evaluation, strategic planning and organizational development. She holds a 

Bachelor of Arts in Early Childhood Education from Antioch College and a Master of Education from 

Antioch College Graduate School of Education in Elementary Education.  She holds both New York State 

Permanent Teacher’s Certification and California Community College Instructor’s Credential in Early 

Childhood Education, valid for life. Under Carolyn’s leadership she has expanded Fort George from a 

NYC Head Start Delegate Agency, serving 186 children, to a Direct Head Start/ Early Head Start Grantee 

serving 422 children. The agency now covers two boroughs and four communities: Washington Heights, 

West Harlem, and Hamilton Heights in Manhattan and Morrisania in the Bronx. In partnership with NYP 

Hospital Fort George provides community health workers serving children with chronic health 

conditions. Carolyn is also a member of NYP/PPS Finance Committee. She is member of South Bronx 

Rising, the New York City DOE Birth-Five Advisory Croup, the National Head Start Association State 

Leadership Team and the President of the New York State Head Start Association. 

 

http://www.fortgeorgecenter.org/

